Dossier on the Ancient History of the Jews

Richard B. Sorensenwww.unholygrailbook.com

Copyright © 2007, All Rights Reserved

August 9, 2011

By the waters of Babylon, there we sat down and wept, when we remembered Zion.
~Psalms 137:1

The country of Israel is a small area only sixty miledevand one hundred fifty
miles long. It is bounded by the Mediterranean Sea on the west and the AralaarobDes
the east, and therefore is a land bridge of relativetiydeground between Asia Minor to
the north and Egypt to the south. This strategic position made theycaupdttleground
throughout the centuries, and the land has been fought over and held byiffexapnt
nations and peoples: the Canaanites, Hittites, Israelites, RB#ist Assyrians,
Babylonians, Persians, Egyptians, Greeks, Syrians, Romans, Arabs, and Jews.

Abraham, Ishmael, and Isaac

The Book of Genesis tells the story of a Chaldean man namexh&br who
lived around 1900 BC. He dwelt in the city of Ur in Babylonia (moderniday), and
received a call from God to leave Ur and move his family tot wias then known as the
land of Canaan. Genesis describes how Abraham, whose name medes Ufat
multitudes,” was blessed by God because of his faith and obediemn@hatn was told
that through his bloodline the Messiah, “The Anointed One,” would comeofAthe
peoples of the earth would be therefore be blessed through his descendents.

After arriving in Canaan, Abraham settled in the area obrélge and he
purchased the Caves of Machpelah as a burial place for himself anduferdgaherations
of his family. This site is now known as the Tomb of the Patngrand is one of the
oldest identified graves in the world. With this purchase Abrahara bath the Arabs
and the Jews, his descendents, a stake in the land.

The internecine war between Arabs and Jews dates back to Abrbiaitwo
sons—Ishmael whose mother was Hagar, and Isaac whose motheBaveds—are
respectively the fathers of the Arab and the Jewish racesh&ire therefore revered as
the father of both peoples, and the bitter conflict between thermbegya struggle
between his sons and their mothers.

Genesis indicates that Hagar was a servant woman who Abedtanned for his
wife on one of their sojourns in Egypt. When Sarah was unable taliédren she later
gave Hagar to Abraham as a concubine. This was a common prdatiuédless women
in those times, as barrenness was considered a deep disgraceH#ds became
pregnant with Ishmael, she began to despise Sarah, who then dismisaad kent her
off into the wilderness where Hagar and her baby son Ishmael adiredstf thirst before
being rescued by an angel, and eventually returning to Abraham.

Mohammad, the founder of Islam, was an Arab, and therefore a descefdant
Ishmael. He was born in AD 570, around 2,500 years after the time diigkbra hrough
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his wife, Mohammad owned a caravan trade, and therefore met neavs/ ahd
Christians, and became familiar with the Bible. In AD 610 at fagey, he began to
experience a number of visions that he attributed to the angelkeG#&ithough he was
illiterate, he committed the visions to memory and told his wifé athers to do the
same. These eventually became the Quran, the Muslim holy book.

Sarah and Hagar are not named in the Quran, but accordingniclstadition,
their roles were reversed; Hagar was said to have been a princess oBEJypas given
to Abraham as a wife, and Ishmael was therefore “the son gfrtdmise” instead of
Isaac. The Bible and Islamic tradition do, however, agree that kagasent away. Part
of the “hajj,” the once-in-a-lifetime pilgrimage that the Musliaithful make to Mecca,
involves running seven times between two hills near the center cfdylas Hagar was
said to have done, seeking water to sustain her son.

It is unclear why Abraham would have allowed Hagar to be seay #wshe had
indeed been his wife, and if Ishmael had been the promised child.isTke&pecially
problematic when the importance of children and genealogy in times is considered.
Furthermore, with Abraham’s character and his concern for fallgwihat he considered
to be the will of God, why would he allow the son who had been promisettmibe
sent away? It is also unclear why and how Hagar could haweddhalone with a baby
all the way from the Hebron area to Mecca in Saudi Arabiastardie of over 700 miles,
through a wasteland of mountains and desert. She was originallyEgypt, an area
much closer to Israel (she and her son Ishmael later settted area of Paran, which is
part of the Sinai Peninsula, and on the way to Egypt). There is tayidas evidence
whatsoever that Abraham and Ishmael ever were in Mecca, and peehadllenging
geography of the area between Israel and the central Hijarewecca is located, it is
unlikely that Abraham would have gone there.

Thus it was Isaac, the son of Sarah, born years later when\&asatinety years
old, who was given Abraham’s birthright. Isaac had twin sons—Esauaaon),both of
whom became fathers of nations. Esau’s descendants were the Edomitesrn{§juwiea
lived in the area south and east of Israel, while Jacob’s desceh@aaime the Israelites.
Jacob was the man who wrestled with an angel of God and who rédusedo until the
angel blessed him. He was then given the name “Israel,” meamenglio struggles with
God,” and which became the name of the nation that ultimatelgiésd from him. The
name was full of irony, as the Israelites have struggled with God throudieaulistory.

Jacob, in turn, had twelve sons, and these became the fathersveélifeettibes
of Israel. The tribe of his son Judah later became the leading gmdip,Jadea,” the
southern portion of the land of Israel containing the city of Jerusala®m named for
Judah. His name was also the source of the appellation given tof dhcob’s
descendents, who later were called “Jews.”

Jacob lived around 1700 BC, when the Israelites were still a sfaall The
family migrated to Egypt during a famine, where Joseph, one ajabeb’s sons who
had been sold into slavery by his brothers around 1680 BC.

The Wealth of Egypt

The first pharaoh of the Egypt's twelfth dynasty was Amenehhetho had
served as the vizier of Nebtowy Mentuhotep 1V, the last ruler okkeenth dynasty.
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After leading the Egyptian army in a successful campaign,nemiget seized power and
usurped the throne in 1688 BC.

Twenty-one years later Amenenhet was himself the targe@nofssassination
attempt as part of a palace coup. He was wounded, but the couptattasndefeated,
and the perpetrators, who included pharoah’s baker and cupbearer, werenetpris
Both of them there met Joseph, who had also been thrown in prison.gafterg to
know them, Joseph correctly interpreted their dreams, indicating that thexcerplveuld
be exonerated, whereas the baker would be found guilty and sentendedth. The
baker was killed, and the cupbearer returned to the palace, vowinghéonber what
Joseph had done, but then forgot about him.

Due to the injuries Amenenhet had sustained in the coup attempt, hisletn
with him as co-regent. The son became known as Sesostris |, tmel sater of Egypt’'s
twelfth dynasty of pharaohs.

Two years later Sesostris also had a dream in which he saw & and seven
lean cows. The royal magicians were having trouble understandisgdtéam and
Sesostris became angry with his entire cadre of interprdters panic, the cupbearer
suddenly remembered Joseph and quickly had him brought out of prison and drasente
pharaoh. Joseph then interpreted pharaoh’s dream as a prophesywbuldehappen in
the near future—there would be seven years of plenty followed by geaes of intense
famine. Disappointed by his own staff, and impressed by Joseph’sigbtii@ss,
Sesostris appointed him to organize Egypt to prepare for these coming events.

In 1665 BC Joseph went to work as vizier, the top official of thémrea
organizing the storage of grain during the seven year period ritfyplExtensive storage
facilities were constructed in various parts of Egypt, and & lalge and a 200 mile-long
canal was also dug to store water from the Nile River fagation purposes. The canal
still exists and is known as tiBahr Yusef—the “Joseph Canal.”

When the years of famine began in 1658 BC, Joseph opened the granaries and
began selling grain, not only to the people of Egypt, but eventuallyetpdabples from
the surrounding lands as well. As the drought and famine continued hiecEgyptians
and other peoples eventually traded everything they had in exchanfmodergold,
silver, and livestock. Virtually everything of value in Mesopotam@uding all land in
Egypt became the property of pharaoh in a huge transfer of wealth. In thedesbf/the
famine, the people, having nothing else, gave themselves as slgpresdoh in order to
survive. But despite their status as slaves, no longer owning adyJaseph shrewdly
limited taxes to 20% of the produce, which forestalled rebellionpahdhe people to
work. Joseph also decentralized the administration of the kingdom and eeubura
independent action, creating a freer environment with less governnecentabls; after
the famine was over Egypt’'s economy boomed. Sesostris | was thus held in graatiawe
respect, and the Egyptians worshipped him as a god.

Immense wealth flowed into the royal treasuries, and Sesbsteésame one of
the greatest and wealthiest ruler in the entire historyggpE He financed construction
projects all over the country, and welcomed Joseph’s family whenctreg to live in
Egypt, not only because of what Joseph had achieved, but also because the iseelites

! For more information on the amazing harmony betwige history of Egypt and the Biblical account in
the book of Genesis, see Ted Stewgotying the Exodus Mystery.
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shepherds. Sesostris now had huge flocks of cattle to tend, and itrveashbiine dignity
of native Egyptians to be shepherds.

The Exodus and the Destruction of Egypt

The liberal economic policies and the prosperity of Egypt continuedighout
the days of the son and grandson of Sesostris | (Amenenhet Il andriSégo8ut one
hundred and fifteen years later, in 1550 BC, Sesostris lll, thé-graadson of Sesostris
I, came to the throne. He was a cruel, brutal, and suspiciousvhwareversed all of the
liberal policies of the prior rulers and centralized all powes s own hands. Having
been prosperous for over a century, Egyptian wealth was taken foedyemd came to
be seen as a divine right. Sesostris Il forgot what Josephhadhdied thirty-five years
earlier, had done for Egypt with his policies of economic liberalization.

Sesostris Il was especially vicious toward foreigners, invablioip Libya and
Nubia, enslaving the populations, and treating them with greattycridd commanded
that curses against his enemies be inscribed on pieces of pattecgh were then
smashed. These voodoo-type curses became known &zsdtration Texts, and many
shards containing these curses have been found and dated from toé Ses®stris Il
and his son (Amenembhet Ill) and grandson (Amenembhet 1V), who shaiedadrebear’s
brutality and xenophobia.

The Israelites, who had been given the land of Goshen near the Kaebge
Sesostris | to tend the royal cattle herds, had grown consigeralgopulation and
wealth over the one-hundred year period they had lived there. SeHbs@igd them as
well and became paranoid about this large non-Egyptian population. Tieehefalso
enslaved the Israelites, and tried to have their babies killecetemqtr further population
growth.

The Egyptians buried their dead in tombs, as this was necaastrgir belief
system in order for the deceased to be raised to etermalllie tomb would be their
future home, and thus all of the pharaohs built elaborate sepulchetisefoselves.
Sesostris 1l ordered that the Israelite babies be drowned in the Nile,Indilting them
physically, but according to Egyptian religion, also annihilating their souls.

Moses was born around 1526 BC. He was one of the infants who would have
been killed under pharaoh’s order, but was saved from death, irorbgaBgsostris III's
daughter, who raised Moses in the palace right under her fatheesMoses was thus
educated as an Egyptian nobleman, and lived in the palace until Hertyagears old.
Sesostris Il had died and his son Amenenhet Ill was ruling EgypEn Moses
committed a crime, and fled to the wilderness of Midian. Heaieed there for forty
more years, and when he was eighty years old, God called hintuta te Egypt and
lead the Israelites out of the slavery into which Sesodtriand his descendents had
forced them.

The account of Moses and the exodus of the Israelites from Eggpeisf the
most dramatic stories in the Bible. Amenenhet Il had died, andrhigiant and cruel
son Amenenhet IV, grandson of Sesostris Ill, was ruling Egypt. Because ph#naoh’s
intransigence and refusal to let the Israelites leave, tgyups were successively visited
on the Egyptians. The Nile became polluted and undrinkable, frogs, gimeds,afhd
locusts devastated the land and crops, their livestock died, the peogplaffiieted with
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boils, huge hailstones fell on the land smashing houses and mdethea the sun was
darkened. This was a defeat for Ra, the god of the sun, who wasetitesy of the
Egyptian gods.

Pharaoh’s advisors pleaded with him—*How long will this man (Moseskh
share to us? Let the people go, that they may serve the Lor@&tiakiDo you not realize
that Egypt is destroyed?” (Exodus 10:7) But even after all obtbesasters, Amenenhet
IV still refused to let them go. Then came the final plaguayhith the angel of death
slew the first-born of every Egyptian household, but the death angedegaver” the
Israelites, sparing them. To this day the Jews celebraseWasand consider it the most
important of all of their holy days.

After the Passover, with their country ruined and their children diead;gyptian
people finally rose up. Ignoring their ruler, they threw out thaelges, and the entire
nation of Israel left Egypt.

Moses led the people on a route across the Sinai Peninsula. Theoexe of the
Exodus has long been a mystery studied by archaeologists andahst@ome have
contended that the Israelites merely crossed one of the lakes 8inai region, but that
explanation does not square with the Genesis story—they must tosged the Gulf of
Aqgaba, the north-eastern finger of the Red Sea. There are twanatiphs as to where
this crossing could have taken place:

1. The valleys owadis on the Sinai Peninsula lead through the mountain wilderness
to a large beach, now called Nuweiba, on the western shore giilth&rom this
beach the Gulf of Agaba a deep body of water that is ten nulessato the
shores of Arabia. However, the seabed between Nuweiba and the easis of
the Gulf is significantly shallower than to the north or south, anchdoan
underwater land bridge across the gulf. This area could have kpesed by
wind shear from very strong winds, which blew all night before Ihaelites
crossed.

2. The crossing may instead have taken place near the top of the Thidf
explanation is more reasonable, because Moses was familighwitéinea, having
traveled from Egypt to the land of Midian and back, and therefore && kme
route. It is much less likely that he would have led the people teelawfrom
which there was no possible escape. God had commanded him to leadpiee pe
to Horeb, the mountain of God, which was located in the land of Midmn, i
northwestern Saudi Arabia, where Moses had lived for forty years.nihe
route to that region led around the northern end of the Gulf of AgabeadPha
was known to have troops in the Sinai region who could have attackedheom t
northwest, while the main body of the Egyptian army came fronsahéhwest.
The children of Israel therefore had nowhere to turn, as the miesirta Sinai
come down to the western shore of the Gulf, and there is no codstline.

2 For more information on this theory of the crogssite, as well as a theory on the location ofréa
Mount Sinai, see Wyatt Archaeological Reseayalnw.wyattmuseum.com/red-sea-crossing.htm

% For more information on this theory of the crogssite, as well as details on the subsequent safghe
children of Israel, se€he Miracles of the Exodus, by Colin J. Humphreys, Harper, 2003. In the apirof
this author, Colin’s theory of the crossing sitis, identification of Mount Bedr as the actual Mo&inai,
as well as his harmonization of locations in Midigith the Biblical story of the Exodus, is the bastl
most compelling theory ever presented.
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In either case the Israelites were being followed by theearmf an enraged
Pharaoh, and the people were about to kill Moses for leading themtirap. 8ut to the
amazement of everyone, the sea was parted by a strong wintigasdaelites were able
to cross to the eastern shore on relatively dry land. But when the armypifaEgynpted
to follow them, the pursuers were swallowed up as the waters rushed back into place.

Amenemhet 1V, the pharaoh of the exodus, had no tomb, and his death in the
water was especially ironic because dying in the waténowt a tomb, and possibly
being eaten by crocodiles, was the worst possible fate that cdalt e Egyptian, and
especially a pharaoh. This is exactly what Sesostris diduaight to do to the Israelite
babies, such as Moses, in order to annihilate them.

Amenemhet IV was the fifth generation after Sesostris I, taedlast ruler in
Egypt’'s twelfth dynasty. He died in 1446 BC, the year of tredas, after ruling for only
nine years. He perished without an heir—any son he had would have bednrkithe
Passover. His dynasty, which had been the most prosperous in Edypt@ry, died
with him, dragging the country far below where it had been even at the startwéttile t
dynasty.

The plagues had devastated Egypt, and every soldier of the Eggptey had
died in the waters of the gulf. With no pharaoh, no army to maimaar, and the
economy in shambles, Egypt descended into chaos. The pharaoh’s queenrtliedout
she was soon thrown out of power and had to flee for her life agipti&n government
foundered under both internal revolts and invasions from external enemies.

The peasants, who had been ground down under the harsh domestic policies of the
last three pharaohs, revolted and looted the palaces and r@aalries, killing every
Egyptian official they could find. The Nubians and Libyans, who hafkéad severely
under the hands of Sesostris Il and Amenemhet Il and IV, now tamk revenge. A
series of weak dynasties followed (the thirteenth through thengeenth), during which
the country was dominated by outsiders, such as the Hyksos. Egypt detover until
the eighteenth dynasty, several hundred years later.

Mount Sinai and the Ark of the Covenant

Meanwhile the Israelite nation had miraculously survived, but degpigir
astonishing victory at Agaba, they were now faced with the wasilaf Midian in the
Arabian Desert, with few sources of food or water. But they had hardened by their
long years of slavery in Egypt, making mud bricks for Pharaoh'sscitind they were
further toughened by their long trek, which involved not just an army of hutralso a
large populace of women and children.

Their initial destination was Mount Sinai, the “mountain of God.” At tbp of
this mountain, blackened by fire and wreathed in clouds and smokeh{semountain
was most likely a semi-active volcano), Moses received the bem@ndments from
God, written on tablets of stone. The tablets were placed in angotast known as the
Ark of the Covenant—the most famous and mysterious religious object of all time.

The Ark of the Covenant was a box made of acacia wood, measuring
approximately four feet long, two feet wide, and two feet high. wbed was overlaid
with pure gold, both inside and out. The lid of the chest was known amtrey’ seat,”
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and it was here that the high priest of Israel would sprinkléltied of the offering as an
atonement, or covering, for the sins of the people, so that they wecdd/e God’s

mercy. Two angels made of hammered gold were placed on tdpgwarding the ark

and overlooking the mercy seat. The Ark, which represented the peesfe@od and the
covenant he had made with his people, was carried by the pniésiat of the multitude

as they marched.

Centuries later, in the time of King Solomon, the Temple was iouilie city of
Jerusalem, and the Ark was placed in the innermost part of the &ekmalwn as the
“Holy of Holies.” No one was allowed to enter that room extepthigh priest, and even
he went in only once a year on Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, toképtlood on
the mercy seat on behalf of all of the people.

But all of that lay ahead. To the Israelites in the days ofelslotheir ultimate
destination was the “Promised Land, flowing with milk and honey’—the lahd
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, which had been promised to Abrahawdbwr@é to which
they returned centuries later. Due to their disobedience and stubboimmssser, God
did not allow the older generation to enter, and instead they remairied wilderness
for forty years. At the end of this time, Moses, who was then #2@syold, died on the
eastern shore of the Jordan River, never having entered the #naagh promised to his
people.

The Conquest of Canaan

Joshua, Moses’ servant and deputy, became the next leader of digetsrand
under his leadership the entire nation crossed the Jordan River dadtkedhon a
systematic conquest, taking over the land from Lebanon in the nortletshi@ea and the
Negev in the south. After fighting many battles over a figaryperiod and subduing
many of the Canaanites, warfare was halted around 1400 BC, andfethehtwelve
tribes was assigned a portion of the land. The descendents of Wanadior such a long
time had traveled, eaten, starved, fought, bled, and died together, mbwheie separate
ways to take possession of the land and dwell in it.

The central portion of the land of Israel—where Jerusaldot&ed—was given
to the tribe of Judah. This territory also included Hebron, the origiwalling place of
Abraham and his sons, as well as the nearby town of Kerioth, néwreitein, with
which the first part of this novel is concerned.

After a lengthy time of self-rule, which included a ttilp@riod followed by the
kings of Israel—Saul, David, Solomon, and others—the land of Israel wasuova
number of times and became a weak pawn, subject to the whims ofatiaars. The
Assyrians conquered part of the country, followed by the Babyloniansinathion were
conquered by the Persians and later the Greeks under Alexand@rdhe When
Alexander died, his kingdom was divided among his four generals. Tlessots of
Ptolemy in Egypt and Seleucus in Syria periodically fought osteel. But each nation
had its own internal problems, and in 163 BC the Jews saw theicelad reassumed
partial control under the leadership of Judas Maccabeus and hiy.fdmis family
became the Hasmonean dynasty, which ruled Israel for sewemaragions. But one
hundred years later, after many intrigues and reverses, thenRanmg under General
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Pompey defeated them in 64 BC. The Romans then occupied the land gad theair
crushing rule.

The Hasmoneans

Before the Romans arrived in Israel, the Jews had high hopéagdoe freedom
and peace, because in the early days of Hasmonean rule tbakdes had striven for
freedom and independence from the oppression of others. The Jewisly kiblataukah,
the festival of lights, celebrates their initial victories otlex Syrians and the retaking of
Jerusalem. The Temple had been desecrated by the Syriandragigeen sacrificed on
the altar in order to blaspheme it, and the building was turned irasradump. But after
the Syrians were ousted, the Temple was cleansed and renewad 184dBC the Jews
celebrated Chanukah for the first time.

In later years, however, the successors of Judas Maccabeuserdégdn
indulging in self-seeking quests for power and wealth. They bedawmesed on
establishing the Hasmonean dynasty and legitimizing it aggh#ul successor to King
David and his son Solomon, despite the fact that the Hasmonean faasilyot from the
royal tribe of Judah. They also insisted on taking unto themselvesffibe of high
priest. Therefore, they were strongly opposed by many influgletves who believed that
the Kingship and the Messiah must come from the royal linudéh and David as the
Scriptures foretold, and that the high priest must come only frorinthef the tribe of
Levi. This atmosphere of selfishness and conflict divided the Jewsvamtually proved
to be a fatal weakness.

Religion and worship were central in importance to the Jews. Tleghiped
Yahweh or Jehovah, the God who “in the beginning, created the heavetine aadth,”
as told in the opening line of the book of Bereshit or Genesis. Tveme a number of
religious factions during the Hasmonean period, but these werélypgided into two
groups: the Pharisees and the Sadducees.

The Pharisees, intellectual ancestors of the Conservative anttlielaksvs of
today, were legalistic conservatives, keenly interested in knoexagtly what God
required of them, and devising rules to compel the rest of thishlpeople to meet these
requirements. For example, they took the commandment regarding nohgvorkithe
Sabbath and calculated exactly how far a person could travel litefeaie considered to
be “work.” They were also punctilious in their tithes and offerimigsyn to the point of
giving even a tenth of their herbs and seeds.

In contrast, the Sadducees were at the other side of the spectnstoeratic,
materialistic liberals who often scoffed at what they sswnaive fundamentalism and
ignorant religious zeal of the Pharisees. They discounted nsracie were interested
primarily in philosophy and the wisdom and power of man. The seculgsaasibly the
Reformed Jews of today are the Sadducees’ intellectual children.

Their were also class elements in the division between theseroups—the
Sadducees tended to be wealthy, politically well-connected, ancestedrin other
cultures and modes of thought, whereas the Pharisees were pa@ealrstic populists
who felt that contact with other nations, particularly in the area ofoal@nd ethics, was
essentially moral pollution.
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The Hasmonean dynasty had been beset by both external and internal strife almost
since its beginning—extreme cruelty and even matricide amdicide became typical.
Hyrcanus |, the Hasmonean king who died in 104 BC, gave the throne to his wiféhthroug
his last will and testament. But as soon as he was dead,deist glon, Aristobulus I,
seized power. He deposed his mother and had her thrown into prison, sdugre
afterward she died of starvation. Then he incarcerated his brothedenmg the most
influential one who had fought side by side with him. He died a lsar, and was
replaced by Alexander Jannai, one of his imprisoned brothers.

Alexander was even worse, being largely responsible for thé wans that
marred his reign and continued after his death. Throughout his rwasheupported by
the Sadducees but was opposed by the Pharisees for his womanizuagincg violence,
ruthlessness, and disrespect of religion, especially becausendéxhad appointed
himself to be high priest. At one point, after he tried to changee sointhe Jewish
religious laws, a mob pelted him with lemons. His response waedigly harsh—his
soldiers attacked the crowd, killing around 6,000 people. Blaming thes&émrwho
were led by one of his brothers and a rival to the throne, AlexdrateiB00 of them
crucified on crosses set up around his garden. As they werg, g had their wives and
children killed before their eyes by slitting their throats. kenmnore, this spectacle
served as dinner entertainment for himself and his concubines, antawaynspired
Nero, the Roman emperor, who provided similar torture-as-entertairspectacles one
hundred years later.

These atrocities severely polarized the Sadducees and P$iagak@nizing the
Pharisees to move beyond religion and become a potent political Ades@nder died
after a long illness caused by excessive drinking, and on hisbéelahe bequeathed the
throne to his wife, Salome Alexandra, urging her to make pedtethe Pharisees in
order to retain power.

The sons of this couple were Hyrcanus Il and Aristobulus Il. Thesewere
princes and leaders of Israel, but because of mutual jealouslgtdrégd a civil war that
ultimately destroyed both of them, brought ruin and devastation to dbentry, and
enslaved their people to the Romans.

The Civil War of Hyrcanus and Aristobulus

Hyrcanus was the older son of Alexander Jannai and Salome. Hesseqbre
people with his fancy and elegant clothes, and he was also physitéing—a long
face with deep-set eyes, a prominent hooked nose, a high foreheall-mart with a
commanding appearance. But having grown up in wealth and indulgences lvecalq
and vacillating, completely unlike his namesake, Hyrcanus |. R#tharattempting to
overcome these defects, he covered them over with haughtiness agdnee:
Outwardly he seemed pious, and therefore gained the support of magmusefpeople
who had felt betrayed by the sordid and disgusting behavior of previasidhean
rulers. Throughout his life he was the hope of many, but repeatedly betrayed that hope

These deficiencies made Hyrcanus feel inadequate and defeparticularly in
comparison to his brother, Aristobulus, who was everything that Hyrcaassnot.
Aristobulus was shorter and did not have Hyrcanus’ commanding preseneghd&uhe
younger brother lacked in physical appearance, he more than upaétx with his
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energy, impetuousness, tenacity, and fiery spirit—very much liketdklus 1. The
brothers had never gotten on well with each other. Unlike manygsblWwho overcome
childhood animosities and become close friends as adults, with thesewas just the
opposite. They grew to hate each other more as they grew older.

Queen Alexandra, the boys’ mother and nominal ruler of Judea, cededndore a
more power to the Pharisees and became essentially a puppetul8tdé for nine years
after the death of her husband, but as her own death approachedsspersuaded by
the leaders of the Pharisees, against her better judgment, tothgivkingship to
Hyrcanus, because they were concerned about losing power iblArligs gained the
throne. Being king appealed to Hyrcanus’ vanity, but even before hisemdied, he
found himself in the middle of a civil war with his brother. Aristobuhed been
carefully preparing for this and had a large pool of disgruntledentlal people in the
Sadducees, who were determined to regain the former positionsughicdl taken from
them by the Pharisees. But Aristobulus’ supporters were much fewarmber than
those of Hyrcanus, and most people nominally supported the older brothethemwtil
fully realized his character under stress. When the revolt begaoatis panicked and
stayed behind while his supporters went out to fight against Aristoldisigsbsence was
quickly noticed, and sensing the inevitable, most of his people defecfetstobulus in
order to avoid being on the losing side. The conflict ended when Hyrcamesmdered
and gave the kingship to his brother. The two embraced in the portibe dketnple in
Jerusalem, Hyrcanus was given back his title and position as g, @nd apparently
the civil war was over. Unfortunately, it had just begun.

Despite gaining back his priestly position, Hyrcanus had been deepiyiated
and wanted revenge. He did not, however, have the chutzpah to take aautioealand
the peace probably would have continued, except for one man who saw an oppiortunit
Hyrcanus’ humiliation.

That man was Antipater I, a clever, devious, and highly politicah, but one
who could also be charming and winsome; a schemer who was able &alclhiscown
voracious ambition under the guise of friendship. He was the grandsontipht&r |,
who had been a military leader under Alexander Jannai and a govetdamaa, which
is the southern part of Israel, also known as Edom. Antipater'syfatherefore, had
many political connections with the Hasmoneans, and Antipateedahe additional
influence of marriage to an Arabian princess.

Antipater knew Hyrcanus well. He knew that Hyrcanus was weakvaimg and
he began to stoke Hyrcanus’ resentments against Aristobulus.dHgpalst time with the
Pharisees, magnifying their fears about Aristobulus’ support ofr theals, the
Sadducees. Antipater’s propaganda campaign bore fruit, especialy haf secretly
arranged for military help from Aretas, his father-in-law, ibtwade Jerusalem and
overthrow Aristobulus. The goal was ostensibly to put Hyrcanus back ahrthree in
place of his brother.

In a military action organized by Antipater, the Arabian armgcked at a time
when conflict was least expected, during a Passover celebratiorands objected to the
timing of the attack during the high holy days, fearing that tweye committing a
sacrilege and that the people would denounce him as a crass leypadrit desecrater of
Jewish religion, but he was ignored.
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The attack took Aristobulus and his supporters completely by surpnidehia
forces were quickly defeated, but he escaped from Jerusaleng tauch of the treasury
with him. He immediately appealed to a Roman officer namedr@gsaa minor general
in Syria, offering him 300 talents of gold (approximately 3,000 pounddjisomilitary
assistance. Scaurus readily accepted the gold and simply wietterato the Arabians,
threatening to wipe them out if they remained in Jerusalem. plditile reason to stay,
the Arabians returned to their homeland. Aristobulus then re-gatheredpporters and
attacked Jerusalem, mauling his leaderless enemies, syncands was not capable of
taking charge, and trust in Antipater had faded after the Arabmay lft. Aristobulus
easily retook the city and imprisoned Hyrcanus. But Antipateapest and, taking his
cue from Aristobulus, he wrote a letter under Hyrcanus’ signadutiee Roman general
Pompey, Scaurus’ superior, requesting military help and offering even more gold.

The situation was thus rich in irony. The two brothers—exploitingyioeis
divisions—had led their people into killing each other, and then both felpalted to
spend the accumulated wealth of the country in trying to buy heip the Romans.
Pompey obliged them, but rather than supporting either of the brothersl, s teoops
to Jerusalem to conquer and take it for Rome. He quickly asséissegdolitical
situation—Hyrcanus was easily manipulated and unimportant; Antipasra clever
man, but one who would follow Roman rule if properly leashed; and Aristoldssa
mad dog that had to be destroyed. Antipater opened Jerusalem to Pampdye latter
organized his troops to attack Aristobulus, who—along with his supporters—had
blockaded themselves in the Temple in Jerusalem. Thus, one group of fewsdothe
other, generating a bitterness that would last for generations.

Although the Jerusalem Temple at that time was smaller anti teas ornate
than the original Temple built by Solomon, it was surrounded by high stahe and
was essentially a “city within a city.” The Jews in teeple area put up such a fight that
the Temple became the focal point of the Jewish resistancehanm@omans quickly
surrounded it to cut off all escape or reinforcement. Siege engieee constructed to
smash the walls, but the Jews fought with such desperation that the®Rkwera initially
beaten back with many losses. The Jews of Aristobulus in timpl€ewere extremely
bitter at the betrayal of their brethren who had opened the rést ofty to the Romans,
and they determined that they would fight to the death.

Aristobulus’ forces, however, could not hold off the Romans forever, and
eventually a breach was made in the wall and the legions poured in.

The Jewish soldiers from the Temple fought to the death, windie tamilies
jumped from the top of the wall and died, or set fire to the buildiluggyahe edge of the
wall and burned to death inside. To these bodies were added manyaibessaldiers
swarmed through the temple area in a frenzy, killing people beacdubeir refusal to
surrender. Blood and body parts were everywhere.

After the Romans defeated the Jewish resistance, the remdewigh guards
committed suicide to avoid seeing the Temple defiled when Pompey intenthe
Temple and entered the Holy of Holies. General Pompey was sdrfwified that it was
an empty room; the Ark of the Covenant and all of the other precitig®us objects
had disappeared during the Babylonian invasion five hundred years bedotieerdleft
Jerusalem, taking Aristobulus as prisoner, assigning Antipatgna&snor, and Hyrcanus
as high priest—a desecrated man serving in a desecrated T&uplelyrcanus and
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Antipater were merely puppets; from that time on virtuallygapects of government in
Jerusalem were dictated by Rome.

Much later Hyrcanus would be castrated and have his ears dt Afistobulus’
son Antigonus, rendering him unfit even to be high priest, and he wasiaeipiut to
death by Herod, Antipater’s son. But Antipater, the former fridridyocanus, prospered
as the puppet ruler of Israel. It was highly ironic that Antipat&s not even Jewish. He
was Idumean—a descendent of Esau, the brother and rival of Jactie, fmshded what
later became known as the Herodian dynasty, which ruled Isragéveral generations.
It seemed to many as if the Israelites had proven unfit talialaselves and were being
chastised.

The Hasmonean line of kings thus ended in disgrace, having depopuidted
impoverished the entire country with them. Antigonus, the last of tisenblaeans who
disfigured Hyrcanus, lost Jerusalem after a long siege and waadeehley the Romans
in 37 BC. As the BC era ended, the Jews were an angry ancditedspeople—betrayed
by their own rulers, beset by deep socio-political divisions, and enslaved to Rome.

The Jews were desperately looking for a military Messiah, spoken of Trothh,
who would deliver them and establish a lasting kingdom of justice ameé peatead the
temple was destroyed by the Romans in AD 70, and after Romaasacmished the
Jewish Bar-Kokba rebellion in 135, the Jews were forbidden to livdeinsalem and
forcibly resettled among other nations. The Roman emperor Hadriaadbarcopy of the
Torah on the temple mount, built a temple to Jupiter there, and hadrme of country
changed from Judea to Palestine in order to wipe out its exéstédhe Jews did not
regain control of Israel, the land of their forebears, until 1948, two-thousand atesus |
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